EDG 2701 Teaching Diverse Populations

Reflection Exercise 3

Teacher Interview

Please select one teacher to interview.  The teacher can be one of your own former teachers, your field experience teacher (if you conducted your field experience in a school), or another teacher that you know.  Contact the teacher in advance to request time for an interview and explain the assignment.

Interview:

1. What grades and subjects or functional areas have you taught (such as special education, gifted, ESE, ESL)?  Have you taught in public, private or religious schools? Have you taught in urban, suburban, rural schools?  Why?

2. What do you enjoy  most about teaching?  What do you enjoy least about teaching?  Has this changed over the years?

3. How has the increasing diversity of students changed the way you teach?  The way that you interact with your students?  

4. How does the school administration train and prepare teachers to meet the needs of the unique population of students in your specific school? 

5. How does the school climate support and embrace diversity?  How is this 'known' to the students?  Parents?

6. Does your school emphasize multicultural curriculum?  Are textbooks selected that reflect diverse perspectives and cultures?  Please explain.

7. What is the biggest obstacle hindering you from being most effective as a teacher of a diverse group of students? 

8. What advice do you have for prospective or new teachers?

Your Reflections:

    * Describe your reactions and comments to the information learned in the interview.  

    * Why did you select this teacher for the interview?  

    * What did you learn?  

    * Were your surprised by any of the responses from the teacher? 

    * Has the information changed your perspective about teaching diverse learners?  

Format: 

·         This assignment should be 3-5 double-spaced pages in length, use Word or HTML and 10 or 12 pt. font.  Please use proper grammar, spelling and punctuation. 

·         Include your full name, date, course, reference number, and title of assignment at the top of the first page.

·         Please also include the name, title (ie. 5th Grade Teacher), school name, and school address of the teacher interviewed.  

·         Please include the interview questions as subheadings in your paper.  

·         ·         Please review the Grading Rubrics for grading reflective writing found in the Field Experience Handbook before beginning your assignment..

·         Please submit using the Reflection Exercise 3 Assignment Drop Box. Please do NOT submit via email.

